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IlL Jn Account of a pMternatural Tumour on the 
Loins of an Infant^ attended with a, Cloven 
Spine* fBy fir. Rutty, Fellow of the Co- lege of 
^hyjtciansj and of the Royal Society, 

TH E curious Mr. Rujfch, in an Obfervation on 
the Spina Bifida, takes notice that other Writers 
have defcrib'd it to be cloven into two equal parts 
longitudinally, as Butchers fplit the Back-bone of an 
Ox or Sheep ; whereas out of ten Subjedls, which he 
had an opportunity to examine, not one prov'd to be 
in that tnanner, the Body of the Fertehne being entire, 
and the Jcute Froceffes only divided. Pretty near this 
Defcriprion, is the Spi^se to be treated of, and 1 the 
rather trouble this Society with it, becaufe it don't 
appear by the Tran(ad}ions, that it has as yet come 
before us. 

The Back-bone is of a female Infant fix Days old i 
wliofe Mother, when feven Weeks gone with Child, 
upon a fright occafion'd by her Husband's falling from 
a Horfe and very much bruifmg his Loins, gave the 
Emhrjo this injury ; but notwithflanding flie went out 
her Time, and the Child was full grown, 

There appeared upon the region of the Loins, in 
the fame place where the Father received his hurt, a 
Tumour about the bignefs of a fmall Turnep, with a 
broad Bafis, around which the Skin was difcolour'd, 
as by an Ecchjwofu, but it grew immediately from 
thence pellucid, like a Vcficle rais'd by Camharides^ and 
continued fo throughout, except juft at itsJpex, where 
was a Subflance like a Fungus. This Bladder was ftlfd 
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with a Liquor, which in Scent and Colour refcmbled 
the true Urine : infomuch, that upon ftridly examining 
the Linnen ftain'd by what ilTu'd from hence, with that 
from the Pudenda, we cou d perceive no fenfible difFe- 
rence, and concluded there was a Communication be- 
tween the left Kidney and the Orifice, into which the 
Surgeon's Probe palVd obliquely upwards, about an 
Inch. Of the fame opinion was Dr. Pellet;, then pre- 
{^nt. Whether the fame Similitude may hold, betwixt 
the Urine and this Liquor^ in all Cafes of the i ke Na- 
ture, I have not had opportunites to obferve; but as 
Mr. Riijfch has taken no notice of it, 'm fuch a Number 
of Subjects, that have been before him, I am apt to think, 
that it does not 5 being eafily perfuaded, that if it did, 
it would not fo often have elcap'd his inquifitive Re- 
fcarchcSi. I cou'd have wifli'd however, that this Fluid 
had been fav*d ; to have try'd by Experiments, in vt^hat 
other Qualities, beildes the Scent and Colour, it might 
coffcfpond wich the Urine; which wouM have given 
US a farther Infight into the Caufe of this Affinity be- 
tween them, in the particular inftance now before us. 

Upon opening the Body, where were prefent Dr« 
Pdlet, and Mr. Stefhcns an ingenious Surgeon, the 
Kidneys, contrary to Expedation, viftrcferfeit, and did 
not any way communicate xnih the outward Orifice. 

But upon clearing away the Fungous Subflance, 
which took up all the Sulciis or Hollow of the S^ine, we 
found where the Perforation tended; a long Probe eafily 
patling up the Channel, which contains the MedulU 
SfinaUs, Throughout this Fmgus were difpers'd a 
great many endings of fmall Nerves, from whence di- 
itiird this, as it were, Urinous Liquor, which occafion'd 
the Tumour : the refl: of the Medulla was more compacfi, 
and BW^d the Cavity of the Sj>ine ; tho' in fbme Subje<5ts 
it has been waucd to fuch a Degree, that by blowing 
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Into tlie Orifice you may inflate the DMra Mater ; as was 
done by Mr. Ddj^i a Surgeon, in a Cafe of this Na- 
ture. The Coat of the Tumour confifted at its Ba/is of 

the CMiiciila, Cutis, and 3fembraM Adip^f;: the two Btd of 
which forthwith terminating, the CtdkMld oo'v was con- 
tinued ; immediately under vfhich appeared the Mfijcles 
und FimgMs above mentiond. In this it di&ts from 
thofe of Mr. Ruyfch, which received iheir Gears from 
the Memkrsms that -cover the Med^ik: as hkewife 
from thofe taken notice of by 7#/fW, which borrowed 
theirs from the Peritcm^m^ as he fays ; tho' by his own 
Defcription, it is more likely they proceeded from tk 
fame Membranes, 

Thefe Tumours conflantly attend the Spim Bifiid : 
infomuch, that when any of them prefent thcmfelves 
on the Loins or Back of a new-born Infant, we ha?e 
good grounds to pronounce this to be the Caufe; but 
we may be pofitive in it| if the Child can> move its 
low-er Limbs; the want of which motion is an infal- 
lible Indication 5 that the Mtduia, Spmalk reaches no 
farther than the Swelling, w^icreby the Nerves are 
not diflributed to thofe Parts* They appear diffe- 
rently in different Subjects* In fome the whole Tu-^ 
mour is Oode; which proceeds from fmal! Fikiments of 
Nerves propagated in great numbers throughout its 
Coat, and not from the thicknefs of ihe Skin, as R^^jfch 
will have it. fn others it is feikcid*^ and then the Me- 
duUa terminates at once at the Aperture of the Spine^ 
and does not Ihoot out into any Ramifications^ This 
before us is a Compofite of both Species, the greater 
part of which was pelhiid; the lets, vi%* the J^ex, 
§fake. 

The Back-bone itfelf, you may obferve, is not cleft, 
but has its fertehrs^ with their other Proaffes entire^ 
md is only defeClive in its Sfims or d€utc oms. Bm 
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that Portion of the Fertehra , which fliould make an 
acute Angle, from whence their Sfind Proceffes natu- 
rally arife, in order to form the S^cciis or PalTage for 
the Marrow, inllead of that, gapes and lies almoft in 
a ftrait Line on each fide; whereby the Medulla is de-' 
fraudcd of its ufual Guard from external Injuries* 
This Defed begins at the third Vertebra of the Loins, 
and is continued to the end of the Os Sacrum : which 
jail is very extraordinary, it fcarcely ever happening to 
this Bone; the reafon of which I take to be the more 
than ordinary Compadnefs of its^Vertehr^, whereby it 
is lefs liable to be injur'd by any Impreffion. For we 
obfcrve, that in Adults they grow (b clofe together, 
as to unite and form one large and folid Bone. 

As the Cafe before us is a Fitkm Ccnfor?7mhms ow- 
ing to the Mother's Imagination, fo the Same fonie- 
times is occafion d by Matter lodging upon the Sfme, 
znd eroding the Fertehrd by its Acrimony; but then 
you find a carious Bone^ whereas in thefe preternatural 
Cafes, there remain no fuch Footfteps. This was ob- 

' a. 

ferv'd in the Body of the late Lord feterlorough, as 
related by Vix.Coy^ftr : Upon the opening of which. 
He found a large Tumour, from whence flowed a 
brownifli colour'd Mattery and under it, the upper 
and fore part of the ninth, and the lower part of the 
eighth /^^^^^^r^of the //^^^^AT were confumed and gone, 
the Medulla Spinalis being cover'd with its Membranes 
cnlj. This gave rife to thofe Symptoms in that mor^ 
hid Cafe, fo nearly refembling the above recited in this 
frkternatural One. 

ft is manifeft from what has been faid, that thefe 
Cafes are incurable, and muft in a little time kill the 
Patient. But it is almoft immediate Death to open the 
Tumour ; which every Surgeon will naturally do, that 
has not feen or read concerning it : the Fluid feeming 
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m require a Difcliarge. It is for the fake of thofe 
Gentlemen tliat I have taken upon me to deferibe it, 
whapolTibly may not have ihe above-mencion'd Authors 
in their Hands-, the only Ones tha4: have obferv'd it 
with any tokrablc Accuracy. 



W# y^n Account of two Ohferyatlons in Gar-^ 
dening^ upon the change of Colour in Grapes mid 
I J^Jf^mine. In a. Letter from Mr. Hemry Gane. 




HiHingdon near Uxbriogc, 
Off, -^i. 17x0. 

EING a httle curious in the Colledion of fill 
___ my forts of Fruits, amongft other forts, I have 
three or four of white Mufcadine Grapes, very diftin- 
guiflmbie by theii^ Taftes, one of which pleafed mc 
above the reft ;. a Cutting of which about fm Years 
fmce I planted againfl: a Walli on an Eailern Afpedl-, 
where it has the Sun from its rife till half an hour after 
Twelve. The Soil is a ftiff Clay, but to make it work 
the better, I meliorated that, by mixing fome RubbiOi 
of the Foundation of an old Brickwall, where it now 
grows* In f^wuary laft was twelve Month I pruned ir^ 
and the Figure vi^as thus. 

Left Hand T Right Hand Bhck 
At dme of Year it fliot at Both Hands about tu'cnty 
two inches of a fide, before it came to a Joint ; that on the 
Right was a very luxurious exuberant Brandt, as big as 
thebody of theTree^the other fide not halffo thick or big, 
and die Leavea on the right were as big again as th€ other* 



